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retirement,   especially devout  prayer,  self-examination,  meditation,  and
pious reading.

The following feasts are celebrated on November 6 :

ST ILTUTUS or ILTYD, a noble Briton, kinsman to King Arthur, who founded and governed the
most famous monastery and school then in Britain: ST LEONARD, hermit, a French nobleman, con-
verted by St Remigius; he lived only on wild herbs and fruit, and is invoked in favour of prisoners:
another ST LEONARD, of Yandeuvre, lived as a hermit in the same age : ST WINOC, Abbot, famed
for many miracles.

NOVEMBER 7

ST WILLIBRORD, CONFESSOR, FIRST BISHOP
OF UTRECHT

(A.D. 738)

[From his life written by Aicuin, in two books, the one in prose, the other in verse, together
with a homily, and an elegant poem in his honour ; also Bede, lib. v. : Hist. c. n, 12 ; and
St Boniface, Ep. 97. See Batavia Sacra, p. 36 ; and Mabillon, Annal. Bened. t. i. lib. xviii.
sec. 4; and Acta Sanct. Ord. St Bened. Saec. 3, par. i, p. 601; Calmet, Hist, de Lorraine,
t. iii. pr, et t. i. app. Fabricius, Salutar. Luce Evang. c. 19, p. 442.]

ST WILLIBRORD was born in the kingdom of Northumberland towards the
year 658, and placed by his virtuous parents, before he was seven years old,
in the monastery of Ripon, which was at that time governed by St Wilfrid,
its founder.   Wilgris, our saint's father, retired also into a monastery, after-
wards became a hermit, and in his old age founded and governed a small
monastery between the ocean and the Humber.    He is honoured among
the saints in the monastery of Epternac and in the English calendars.
Aicuin has left us an account of his life.   Willibrord, by carrying the yoke
of our Lord with fervour from his infancy, found it always easy and sweet,
and the better to preserve the first fruits which he had gathered, made his
monastic profession when he was very young.   He had made great progress
in virtue and sacred learning when, out of a desire for further improvement,
in the twentieth year of his age he went over into Ireland, with the consent
of his abbot and brethren, where he joined St Egbert or Ecgbright, and
the blessed Wigbert, who were gone thither before upon the same errand.
In their company our saint spent twelve years in the study of the sacred
sciences and in the most fervent exercise of all virtues*   Though his con-
stitution was weak, in fervour and exactness he outdid the most advanced:
he was humble, modest, and of an easy obliging temper;  and his whole
conduct was regular and uniform.    St Egbert had long entertained an
ardent desire of going to preach the gospel to the inhabitants of those un-
happy countries in which barbarism and idolatry still reigned without
control, and he had chiefly Friesland or Lower Germany in his eye.   But
he was diverted from that apostolical design by persons of piety and
authority, who engaged him to employ his zealous labours in the islands
between Ireland and Scotland, in all which he settled the true manner of
celebrating Easter, especially at Hij, where he died a little before Bede